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The Great Oriental Dream is the destiny of an 
imaginary man who, like so many others, left for the 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land in the turbulent Middle 
Ages. His journey could have followed that of the 
Troubadour Jaufre Rudel, who traveled to Tripoli in 
the hope of meeting the beautiful Constance, seen 
in a portrait. He could have followed in the footsteps 
of Richard the Lionheart, who composed a song of 
captivity on the banks of the Danube. Guided by a 
Sephardic melody and finally reaching Jerusalem, 
our traveler will stay in the Holy Land. The Great 
Dream of the East is the story of a man who never 
returned from the Crusades.

The emergence of the crusade phenomenon upset medieval Europe, torn 
between the desire to appropriate the Holy Places and the will to create a 
lasting peace, uniting Christians and Muslims. 
Musicians composed unambiguous calls to the Holy War and massacre. 
Others have spoken out against the gratuitous violence that ensues and 
have called for clemency and justice.

The exoticism, the geographical distance however make the most open 
minds wander. Not all crusades were military, and some crusaders and 
pilgrims chose to stay in the Holy Land, mixing with the local population.

Program created in 2014 at the Voix et Route romane festival, repeated 
at Tout l’monde dehors and Les Rendez-vous de Musique Ancienne 
festivals.
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THE GREAT ORIENTAL DREAM   
SONGS OF QUEST AND LOVE IN THE MIDDLE AGE



Borrowing its name from the hero of Honoré d’Urfé’s Astrée, the ensemble 
Céladon explores with charm and fantasy the heritage of early music, 
seeking at each of its events to reinvent the form of its concerts. 

Led by the singer Paulin Bündgen, the Ensemble enjoys exploring the 
repertoire related to his countertenor tone and seeks to escape from 
the beaten track between medieval, Renaissance and Baroque music.

Since its formation in 1999, the Ensemble Céladon has created concert 
programs with a strong and original identity such as Deo Gratias Anglia, 
Devozioni Veneziane, Les Douze figures de Marie, A la Muse Céleste and 
Nuits Occitanes. To date, 10 discs have been recorded.

The Ensemble is also interested in the recreation of forgotten works 
as well as in the realization of staged shows: Sea Change, the result of a 
work with the singer-songwriter Kyrie Kristmanson, premiered in Venice 
and then programmed at the Café de la Danse and at the Théâtre de la 
Renaissance d’Oullins; No Time in Eternity, born from the meeting with 
the composer Michael Nyman and hosted by the Biennale Musiques en 
Scène de Lyon, the Théâtre de la Croix-Rousse and LUX Scène nationale 
de Valence.

Continuing its musical bridges, the Céladon ensemble created 
ΙΕΡΟΣ | HIEROS, a mirror between conducts of the School of Notre 
Dame and compositions of Jean-Philippe Goude.

The ensemble Céladon performs in many French and European 
festivals such as Ambronay, Les Rencontres Musicales de Vézelay, Voix 
et Routes Romanes, Music in the Dales (UK), Les Nuits de Septembre 
(BE), Fondazione Pietà de’ Turchini (IT), Julita (SE), Musica da Povoa de 
Varzim (PT), Tage Alter Musik Regensburg (DE).
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