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ΙΕΡΟΣ | HIEROS  

MEDIEVAL CONDUITS & CREATIONS OF
JEAN-PHILIPPE GOUDE

Coinciding with the construction of Notre-Dame de Paris at the end 
of the 12th century, polyphonic sacred music, like the nascent Gothic 
architecture, emancipated itself from the 
Romanesque aesthetic to venture into 
the heights, and by the same token, to 
intensify and become more complex. This 
new and innovative genre is called the 
School of Notre-Dame, which has left us 
a great number of Motets and Conduits of 
an incredible musical quality, intended for 
the liturgical service.

In the 13th century, Paris and France shone as an artistic and cultural 
center for all of Christendom. Nine centuries later, what about this idea 
of the Sacred that inhabited and guided medieval artists in France? What 
is the Sacred, the Divine, the Religious, in our modern world? What do 
these notions echo today? The composer Jean-Philippe Goude, solicited 
by the ensemble Céladon for this project, answers these questions in a 
personal way through the 6 pieces that mark out the program and which 
thus enter into resonance with the music of the past. This musical 
reflection on the definition and place of the Sacred alternates Conduits 
de l’École de Notre-Dame and creations, including the surprising "Litanie 
des Taillis" which poignantly chants the names of towns and cities that 
have now disappeared.

First performance in 2017 at the Musée national du Moyen-âge/Musée 
de Cluny (Paris), repeated at the festivals In Voce Veritas, les Rendez-
vous de Musique Ancienne, Musikalisches Pfingfestival (DE), Festival 
Alte Musik Knechtsteden (DE). 
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Borrowing its name from the hero of Honoré d’Urfé’s Astrée, the ensemble 
Céladon explores with charm and fantasy the heritage of early music, 
seeking at each of its events to reinvent the form of its concerts. 

Led by the singer Paulin Bündgen, the Ensemble enjoys exploring the 
repertoire related to his countertenor tone and seeks to escape from 
the beaten track between medieval, Renaissance and Baroque music.

Since its formation in 1999, the Ensemble Céladon has created concert 
programs with a strong and original identity such as Deo Gratias Anglia, 
Devozioni Veneziane, Les Douze figures de Marie, A la Muse Céleste and 
Nuits Occitanes. To date, 10 discs have been recorded.

The Ensemble is also interested in the recreation of forgotten works 
as well as in the realization of staged shows: Sea Change, the result of a 
work with the singer-songwriter Kyrie Kristmanson, premiered in Venice 
and then programmed at the Café de la Danse and at the Théâtre de la 
Renaissance d’Oullins; No Time in Eternity, born from the meeting with 
the composer Michael Nyman and hosted by the Biennale Musiques en 
Scène de Lyon, the Théâtre de la Croix-Rousse and LUX Scène nationale 
de Valence.

Continuing its musical bridges, the Céladon ensemble created 
ΙΕΡΟΣ | HIEROS, a mirror between conducts of the School of Notre 
Dame and compositions of Jean-Philippe Goude.

The ensemble Céladon performs in many French and European 
festivals such as Ambronay, Les Rencontres Musicales de Vézelay, Voix 
et Routes Romanes, Music in the Dales (UK), Les Nuits de Septembre 
(BE), Fondazione Pietà de’ Turchini (IT), Julita (SE), Musica da Povoa de 
Varzim (PT), Tage Alter Musik Regensburg (DE).
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