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SONGS OF THE INNER SEA 

Music from the Mediterranean basin

MEDITERRANEAN SEA.

The Egyptians call it the Great Green Sea, 
the Israelites the Ultimate Sea, the Arabs 
the White Middle Sea. For the Turks, it is 
the Southern Sea, for the Romans, Mare 
Nostrum or Mare Internum, the inland sea.
The ancient Greeks made it the backdrop 
of their mythology, the Romans, after the Phoenicians, explored it and 
tamed it, the Middle Ages weaved close and lasting commercial links 
between Orient and Occident.
The works in this program are logically the result of the Spanish, French, 
Italian and Sephardic cultures of the Renaissance. Mostly vocal, the pieces 
we have drawn from this repertoire illustrate the aesthetic exchanges, 
artistic influences and interbreeding that took place between the various 
Western countries at the beginning of the 16th century. They are completed 
by pieces from the oral tradition of the Mediterranean basin, with strong 
evocative and emotional power, reminding us that "Our Sea" was and will 
remain an immense cultural crossroads, suitable for exchanges, and rich 
in mutual learning.

Premiere in 2015 at the festival of Callas, repeated in Lyon at the 
Rendez-vous de Musique Ancienne and Tout l’monde dehors.

Ensemble Céladon | Paulin Bündgen 
 
Paulin Bündgen | countertenor
Florent Marie | lute
Luc Gaugler | viola da gamba
Gwénaël Bihan | flutes
Ludwin Bernaténé | percussion



Borrowing its name from the hero of Honoré d’Urfé’s Astrée, the ensemble 
Céladon explores with charm and fantasy the heritage of early music, 
seeking at each of its events to reinvent the form of its concerts. 

Led by the singer Paulin Bündgen, the Ensemble enjoys exploring the 
repertoire related to his countertenor tone and seeks to escape from 
the beaten track between medieval, Renaissance and Baroque music.

Since its formation in 1999, the Ensemble Céladon has created concert 
programs with a strong and original identity such as Deo Gratias Anglia, 
Devozioni Veneziane, Les Douze figures de Marie, A la Muse Céleste and 
Nuits Occitanes. To date, 10 discs have been recorded.

The Ensemble is also interested in the recreation of forgotten works 
as well as in the realization of staged shows: Sea Change, the result of a 
work with the singer-songwriter Kyrie Kristmanson, premiered in Venice 
and then programmed at the Café de la Danse and at the Théâtre de la 
Renaissance d’Oullins; No Time in Eternity, born from the meeting with 
the composer Michael Nyman and hosted by the Biennale Musiques en 
Scène de Lyon, the Théâtre de la Croix-Rousse and LUX Scène nationale 
de Valence.

Continuing its musical bridges, the Céladon ensemble created 
ΙΕΡΟΣ | HIEROS, a mirror between conducts of the School of Notre 
Dame and compositions of Jean-Philippe Goude.

The ensemble Céladon performs in many French and European 
festivals such as Ambronay, Les Rencontres Musicales de Vézelay, Voix 
et Routes Romanes, Music in the Dales (UK), Les Nuits de Septembre 
(BE), Fondazione Pietà de’ Turchini (IT), Julita (SE), Musica da Povoa de 
Varzim (PT), Tage Alter Musik Regensburg (DE).

THE CÉLADON ENSEMBLE


